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Marlcnc I I .  Dortch, Secretary 
Fctlcral Com~iiiinicatioris Coiniiiishion 
Oi'licc of  the Secretary 
9300 East Hanipton Drive 
Capilol Ileighls, M D  20743 

RECEIVED 

Federal Communlcatlons Commission 
Office of h e  Secretary 

Re: Informal Comments, M B  Dkt. No. 02 277; M M  Dkt. No. 01 235; MM Dkt. No. 01 
317; R I M  Dht. No. 00 244 

D c x  Secretary Dortch: 

This IcIrcr is being scnt in  opposilion lo the above refcrcnced Noticc of Proposed Rulemaking. 
rclcascd Scplember 23, 2002, rcgardiiiy changes in tlic current FCC rules governing media ownership. 

The public prcsciiceofdi\.erseand minority perspectives, including religious, is acorncrstone ofour 
Howcver, the proposcd media ownership changes would further homogenize mass democracy. 

communications 10 a n  alarnling Icvcl, at tlic clear cxpcnsc of cultural diversity and public access. 

Increasingly nari-ow rncdia tortnats alrcady beleaguer religious programming, i n  particular. With 
tlisturbiny rcgularity. nicdia nul lets now preclude pwgramming of religious services or religiously-based 
advcrtiseineiils. Acceplancr o1'tlic proposcd nicdia owncrship cliangcs could essentially mark the end of 
religious programnning i n  the United Slales al(oyelher. 

Togcthcr w i t h  thc United States C'onfcrcncc ofCatholic Bishops, we urge the FCC lo refrain froni 
inialting changes in the current rcasonable rules which: (a) prohibit cross ownership of broadcast stations and 
newspapers in  thc sainc community, ( h )  l imit  the numhcr o f  television and radio stations a single entily may 
own in a single community, and, (c) piohibil common ownership or major telcvision networks. 

Thank y o u  

Guy Ciarrocchi 
Direclor 

c: llniletl Sla les ConTerence ofCalhoIic Bishops 
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